God’s Investment and Ours
Towards a Theology of Investment - Part One
Faith in Business has chosen ‘investment’ as its theme for 2022. This will include but go
beyond financial investment. Consideration will also be given to other forms of capital,
such as institutional, relational, moral and spiritual capital. In this first instalment of a
four-part series of articles, Peter Heslam introduces the theme. He notes ways in which
the Bible depicts God as an investor. And he highlights the apparent recklessness of some
of the key biblical models of investment.
The Bible uses rich figurative language,

that would have added the man to the

Christians dispersed around the eastern

and a variety of metaphors and

number of poor people needing help.

fringes of the occupied territories of the

analogies, in its depictions of God.

And the parabolic rich man who builds

Roman Empire. In doing so, he admits

Many of these are well-known, such as

bigger warehouses to invest for the

to acting ‘like a madman’, for it cost

king, shepherd and judge. But one that

future is not called prudent but a fool

him heavy toil, imprisonments and

is almost unknown is God as investor.

(Lk 12.13-21).

near-death floggings (2 Cor 11.23).

Yet it occurs right at the start of the

Similarly perplexing is the parable that

In fact, anyone currently considering

Hebrew Bible. There we find God

addresses the issue of investment most

whether or not to invest their lives in

investing a formless, dark and empty

directly - the parable of the talents (Mt

the service of Christ may first want to

earth with light and a profusion of plant

25.14-30). The reader is left to work out

read the preamble to Paul’s investment

and animal wildlife. God then invests

its meaning. What is it about the three

proposal:

this creation with human beings. And

servants in that story that makes them

in them – them alone - God invests his

so different in the investments and

image (Genesis 1).

returns they make, and in the rewards
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When we turn to the New Testament,
we find that the use of wealth is a major
theme in the teaching of Jesus. Yet here
too, conventional wisdom is turned
on its head. He does not, for instance,
advise the rich young ruler to invest

shoddy dividend of 30 pieces of silver
(Mt 26.15).

Neither Jesus not Paul made such costly
investments, of course, without hope
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Investiture, vestment, investment all these words derive from the Latin
vestire, meaning to clothe. Solomon,
Jesus tells us, was vested (clothed)
with splendid garments, yet God vests
ordinary wild flowers with even greater
splendour. How much more splendid,
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Some of the biblical material will be
revisited later in this series, in order
to explore its ramifications for our
investment in our work and in the
people around us. Faith in Business,
the co-publisher of FiBQ, is exploring
this question in 2022. It will consider
God's investment in the world and
what implications that has for our
investment strategy.

An earlier version of this article was published in the Journal for Faith & Investing (faithandinvesting.com).
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